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he wuiid not be back till late, and that was the last
occasion on which &he had seen him,
' * By the expression * he would not be back till late '
you understood your brother's intention was to return
that night?" Hanslet asked.
" I did. 1 was very much astonished next morning
to lind that he had not come back.1'
" You say that he was carrying an attach^ case. Have
you any idea as to what it contained?"
She shook her head. " Not the slightest. Business
papers, I suppose. He always carried it about with
him/'
" But surely he was not in the habit of taking it with
him when he went out in the evening?" Hanslet asked.
" Not if he was going to dinner, or anything like that,
of course. As he had the case with him, I supposed that
he was going to some business appointment. He didn't
tell me where he was going, and I did not ask."
" Do you know how much money your brother had
with him when he left home?"
" 1 haven't the slightest idea. We never discussed
money matters together."
'' What did you do that evening, Miss Venner, after
your brother had gone out?"
M I didn't stay at home and sit up for him. I had
an engagement, and went out myself very soon after
he had gone."
" Will you tell me where you went to?" Hanslet saw
her glance towards Mr, Coleforth, and before she could
reply the solicitor interposed, " You need not answer
that question, Miss Venner," he said.
Hanslet did not press the point. " As you please,"
he said. " Is it a fact, Miss Venner, that you have seen
or heard nothing whatever of your brother since the
evening of November I5th?"

